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Punctuality and Attendance    
Congratulations to all the boys and girls who received a yummy ice-pop award during our recent Punctuality Week.  All the winning children's photos are proudly displayed in the school on Stairway 1 (blue stairs) . Well done to Muireann’s and Louise’s classes who won the Punctuality Pizza Parties for the best overall punctuality that week. We will also have some fantastic prizes for perfect attendance during Term 1. Each child who is present at school every day this term will receive a prize. These awards will take place at a special assembly on the last day of term. 
If you don’t get an award this term, don’t worry...you can make a fresh start in Term 2 in January! We will also be having some “surprise” punctuality prizes every now and then so, “Come to school on time and be prepared”! It’s a Golden Rule!

Remember...... ”Every Minute Counts” and “Every Day Counts”.
USE YOUR HEAD!

No matter how careful you are about your child’s hair, there is still a chance that it can become infested with head-lice. Please check your child’s hair regularly.

There are head lice in the school at the moment. If you find that your child does have head lice, please speak to your pharmacist who will advise you on what action to take. You can also ask at your local health centre or check out the website www.headlice.ie. 
Senior Infant News!

[image: image2.wmf]Muireann’s and Aideen's classes have created a Mr and Mrs Scarecrow. They will work in our school garden to scare the birds away from the seeds! The scarecrows will be on display inside the school until they are settled into their new home in the garden. Come inside and have a look! We look forward to planting in our garden patch when the weather gets a bit drier. We are looking for people who can spare some time (even an hour) to help weed/ dig/ advise us.  Please contact Ciara if you can help out in our school garden in any way.

School Website
Our school website is a great resource for parents and families to get another insight into what is happening in our wonderful school. Each class band has their own page, so take a look at what your child's class has been up to. The website also has the school calendar, newsletters and much, much more. Take a look .......... www.castaheanyets.net
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A Soccer Treat!

6th class were extremely lucky to get free tickets to the Aviva Stadium on Wednesday November 17th to watch the friendly match between Norway and Ireland. Unfortunately Ireland lost. However, the children and their parents really enjoyed this exciting match and the wonderful new stadium.

[image: image4.wmf]These tickets were given to the class by John Delaney, chief executive of the Football Association of Ireland (FAI) in recognition of their involvement in the “Show Racism the Red Card” initiative. Well done, 6th Class!
Yard Activities
Every Tuesday and Thursday, yard activities are organised for our pupils, such as skipping, racing, basketball, hoola hoops, penalty shoot-outs etc. Each class has an opportunity to take part in the activities each month. “Thank You” to the twenty helpers from 4th, 5th and 6th classes, and their substitute helpers, who helped to organise and run the activities during September and October. We currently have a new bunch of sixteen helpers who are running the activities in November and December. 

[image: image5.wmf]Thanks also to Marian, who co-ordinates all of the activities with the children each week!

Athletics News

The athletics team took part in their 2nd competition in the Fingal Cross Country League on the 16th of November in Porterstown. The hard work and commitment has really paid off as the children did even better this time around. We were also delighted to see some parents who came along to watch, despite the cold weather. We really appreciate your support. Well done to everyone and keep up the hard work! Many thanks to Renata and Laura for all their hard work, training the team after school each Tuesday.
'Be Active' Programme  
This month saw the start of the 'Be Active' Programme in our school for a large group of children from the two First Classes.  This fun programme is based on the P.E. curriculum and is aimed at promoting fitness and healthy lifestyle habits in young children.  The programme is an initiative of the HSE and is now being adopted by 55 schools in the Dublin/Meath area this year.  The class is run by the teacher leader, Claire, and six parent leaders.  The children are currently developing new skills in sports such as tennis, basketball and soccer.  Most importantly, they are having lots of fun!! Both Claire and the group of parents are giving their time voluntarily and this is much appreciated by the school community. Go raibh maith agaibh!

***PLEASE EMAIL US AT castaheanyeducatetogether@gmail.com IF YOU WOULD LIKE US TO EMAIL THE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER TO YOU FROM NOW ON, INSTEAD OF PRINTING A PAPER COPY.
WE ARE A GREEN SCHOOL – HELP US SAVE MORE PAPER!   THANK YOU.***
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                                                     Student Council   
This year we have decided to set up a Student Council at Castaheany Educate Together. For the whole month of November, the children are learning about Human Rights/Children’s Rights. Three of these closely link in with having a student council in our school. These are: 

1. A child’s right to have their best interests considered by people making decisions   
about them
2. A child’s right to have a say about things that affect them and for adults to listen 
and take their opinions seriously
         3. A child’s right to have ideas and say what they think

We have just had a very exciting week of campaigning, speech writing and poster making, from 1st class right up to 6th class, to help choose two candidates to represent each class on Castaheany ETNS’ very first Student Council. The elections were held last Thursday 18th November.
The following children were chosen as Student Council Representatives for their classes:  

Gráinne’s Class: Emily and Denis, 
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Laura’s Class: Elih and Caoimhe. 
Deirdre’s Class: Sharon and Fawaz, 
Sharon’s Class: Abel and Paula. 
Sharon’s Class: Kevin and Emilia, 
Renata’s Class: Jenin and Vishva. 
Louise’s Class: Eric and Lana, 
Connor’s Class: Maya and Robert.                                             
Caitríona’s Class: Elvedin and Mary Dawn,
Gillesa’s Class: Ivy and Ci Hang. 
Erica’s class: Skirma and Emmanuel Adesulire. 
The Student Council will meet every fortnight to discuss issues, ideas and suggestions from the children. Well done to all the boys and girls who went forward for the Student Council. I think you will all agree that the posters look amazing on our corridors and congratulations to the children who were chosen. We look forward to our first Student Council meeting. 
Marian, Caitríona, Laura and Deirdre are the teachers who will host meetings and facilitate  the work of the Student Council, on behalf of the school. They have done a huge amount of research and background work to get this new project off the ground and we are very grateful. Míle buíochas!
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Book Fair
The Book Fair was a great success this year, as always! We sold €2525 worth of books during the week and this means we will get €1515 worth of free books for the school. We have ordered some new Storysacks for the Junior classes, some gorgeous new books for class libraries and lots of new sets of class novels for different class levels. We would like to thank all the families who supported the Book Fair this year, even though times are hard for everyone.

We extend a special “Thank You” to the PTA committee, who co-ordinated everything so well and we are very grateful to all the parent and staff volunteers who came in to help each day. 
School Tea-Towels  
Our gorgeous school tea-towels are now printed up and ready for sale. If you have already placed your order, the tea-towels will be sent home this week. If you would like to come and have a look at the tea-towels, they are on display in the window of the Home-School Room. The Junior tea-towel (Junior Infants-2nd Class) is green and the Senior tea-towel 
(3rd-6th) is blue. They cost €5 each. You can get 5 for €20! All profits from the sale of the tea-towels are going to our school choir, who are taking part in Cór na nÓg this year. (see below) . Many thanks to the PTA committee, who have co-ordinated this fundraising project for the school. The remaining tea-towels will go on general sale next week.
Cór na nÓg  
This year, our 4th and 5th Classes have formed a school choir to take part in Cór na nÓg, which is the National Children’s Choir. The pupils are working hard with Aideen and their class teachers to learn a beautiful repertoire of songs. Initially, they will rehearse here at school and with other Dublin schools. Then they will perform at a large Dublin regional concert later in the year. All families will be invited to come along and enjoy the singing. We will give you more information nearer the time. 

ET Superhero Day  
“Thank You” for all your sponsorship on our Staff Dress-Up Day on 22nd October. We raised €235 for the Educate Together National Office. We’re delighted to say that Aideen won an award for Best Facebook Costume on the day! Check out www.educatetogether.ie for lots of photos of what Castaheany and other ET schools did on their Superhero Fundraising Day!
REMINDER....STAFF MEETING THIS THURSDAY, 25th NOVEMBER.... HOME AT 12

[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.wmf]4th Class Art Project 
Louise’s Class are currently taking part in a 5-week art project called “Print a Poster”. They are working with two professional artists, Ian and Genevieve. The project is being co-ordinated by the art department in Draíocht. The first session took place there with the artists, where the pupils looked at and responded to professional pieces of art and experimented with different techniques. Four workshops are scheduled for the classroom where the artists are working with the class to produce their own pieces of art. We are grateful to Sarah in Draíocht, for facilitating this project for us. It is a wonderful opportunity for the children! 
Road Safety

We would like to remind all drivers to take extra care when driving close to the school in the mornings and afternoons. 412 pupils and their families come to and from the school each day. They all enter and exit the same gate and need to make their way safely to the village, on foot. Due to some very careless and inconsiderate driver behaviour, there have been a couple of incidents recently where children have come very close to being knocked down while walking to school. The Gardaí have been informed and will be doing spot-checks in coming weeks. The Board of Management have repeatedly asked parents/guardians not to park in front of residents’ homes at Barry’s Lane or in front of the school gates on the yellow lines. We need to keep these areas clear for safety reasons. 
Please help us keep your children safe!
Sports Coaches

We are delighted to have Zubi and Gordon, FAI soccer coaches, working with our Senior classes at the moment. Classes from 3rd to 6th are really enjoying the weekly football sessions.

[image: image13.wmf]The Junior classes are also having some training sessions of their own ....in rugby! Amanda is hosting mini-rugby sessions for Junior Infants to 2nd and they are thoroughly enjoying the lessons!

Thanks to Connor for organising coaching for the whole school. It’s brilliant!  
www.npc.ie
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Our school bear has a new name, Cara. The name was chosen by Damilare in 5th class, following a school-wide competition. We had a wonderful response to the competition to select a name and it was difficult to choose a winner from the many fantastic entries. Damilare explained, at a school assembly, that she chose the name because it’s an Irish name, it means ‘friend’ and therefore suits our school’s friendly ethos very well. She also pointed out that the first letter is ‘C’, like the first letter of Castaheany and the first letter of China, where Cara comes from. 

Cara has been very busy, travelling to wonderful places with our families. She has been to Spain with Humam and Fadil, to Tunisia with Ella and Eileen, to Scotland with Tegan, to the Giant’s Causeway in Co. Antrim with Killian, to Denmark with Muireann, Marian and Mary and, of course, she has been to China!  Please come in and see some great photos of her travels. They are on display near Stairway 1 (blue stairs) and around the corner on the green corridor.

Don’t forget, if you are going somewhere nice in Ireland or abroad, for the day, weekend or on a longer holiday, you can bring Cara with you. Mums/Dads/Guardians can collect Cara from Mary and bring her back with a photograph “on location” for the school display. We’re hoping that Cara will teach us lots about our lovely country and our world!
[image: image16.wmf]
Important Dates for your Diary  

Here are the dates for some important events coming up later this school year... please mark them on your calendar at home.....

*Parent-Teacher Meetings – Thursday 20th January

*Intercultural Food Night – Wednesday 2nd March

*Sponsored Walk – Wednesday 1st June

*Sports Day – Friday 17th June

*New Parents’ Evening – Monday 20th June

*6th Class Graduation – Wednesday 29th June
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Movember!
This month children and parents may have noticed an abundance of

[image: image18.wmf]facial hair around the school, on Connor, Willie and Dónal. 
Well, it's all in a good cause!

 This 'tache-tastic’ trio are participating in Movember and are growing      

moustaches for charity for the entire month of November!

 Movember is an international initiative to highlight aspects of men's

health and to raise awareness and funds for cancers that affect men.

The funds raised through Movember’s Ireland campaign benefit ‘Action 

Prostate Cancer’, a programme of The Irish Cancer Society.

