Castaheany Educate Together 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – October 2010
Dear parents/guardians,       
We hope you have all been receiving regular news texts from our Text-a-Parent service which we set up last January. The last text was sent on Wednesday regarding our staff meeting and planning day. If you have not been receiving our school texts, please call to the office and let us know. In order for the system to work well we must have your correct, up-to-date mobile numbers. If you change your phone number please inform us immediately so that we can update our records. Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter. 
                            ********************************************************************

                           Dates for your diary……
**Our next staff meeting will take place on next Thursday,25th November. 
   Children will go home at 12 on that day. Please collect your children on time.

**The next PTA meeting will take place in the school on Monday 15th November at 8pm.

**The next BOM meeting will take place in the school on Monday 8th November at 8pm.
 School will be closed next week, Monday 25th – Friday 29th October – MID-TERM BREAK
                     *******************************************************************
                                 Book Fair 2010
Our annual school Book Fair will take place from Monday 1st – Friday 5th November in the school hall. During the week, each class will get an opportunity to visit the book fair with their teacher to see the range of books available. Books will be on sale each morning and afternoon during the week. Pupils may buy books in the mornings if they are accompanied by a parent. There will also be time to buy books after school for the older pupils. 
The PTA still need lots more volunteers to help out with supervision and sales so if you have some free time between 8.30-9.00 or 1.00-2.30 during the week, please put your name on the Book Fair time sheet inside the front door.  Thanks!

*******************************************************************

Comenius Project
We are delighted to have been accepted into a European project with schools in Wales, Germany and Denmark. Funding has been provided by the Irish agency, Léargas. Over the next 2 years our pupils and staff will be working alongside the school communities in 4 other schools exchanging work, language and culture via the internet and school visits. Muireann, Marian and Mary recently travelled to Kolding to visit our Danish partner school. It is called Eltang Centralskole and you can visit their website www.eltang-skole.kolding.dk to see some photos of the visit. There are also some photos on our school website on the “What’s Going On” page. 

Their school is a small rural school in a village outside Kolding called Eltang. It’s not far from Billund where Lego was invented!  The principal, Pier, deputy principal, Karin and librarian, Peter made our teachers feel very welcome and some senior pupils gave us a fantastic tour of the school facilities! We look forward to welcoming them to Castaheany next year. 
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Safety First
We would like to remind parent/guardians that there are no parking or dropping-off facilities close to the school gates. We also ask people not to park in front of residents’ homes. Access to the school grounds is only on foot or by bicycle/scooter etc. We have over 412 pupils and their families, many with toddlers and babies in buggies/prams, coming and going each day. The safety of our pupils, your children, is of paramount importance and so we urge all adults to drive and park responsibly in Ongar at school opening and closing times.
A reminder about the car park…..pupils need to step off their bikes and scooters at the outer gate and walk them along the path in the car park and into the yard.  

**************************************************************
Punctuality 
This week we are having a Punctuality Week here at school and we’re putting a big focus on the Golden Rule “Come on Time and be Prepared”. There will be special Shining Stars and prizes for pupils who are in their lines every morning at 8.30. Attendance and punctuality are very important at Castaheany ETNS. Just as Every day Counts, we also believe that Every Minute Counts. If your child is even 5 minutes late every morning they miss 50 minutes of school a week, almost 3.5 hours a month. Please help us reinforce the message at home and encourage your children to get ready and be on time for school. 
**************************************************************
ET Fundraiser
This Friday, 22nd, Educate Together are holding a National Fundraising Day for their head office, to allow them further support principals and Boards of Managements in the 58 ET schools around Ireland. Each school has nominated Fundraising Superheroes to help them raise the much-needed cash. In Castaheany ETNS the superheroes are the staff, who are going to dress up if the children (and parents!) sponsor them! If you would like to see our staff dressed up on Friday, please give your child a euro to pop into their teacher’s box or you could put €1 into Deirdre’s box at the office.
*************************************************************

Class Meetings
Many thanks to all the parents who have been attending the class meetings. The attendance at each one has been great and the children are always delighted to see their Mums and Dads at school. The last of the meetings are taking place this week with Gillesa’s on Wednesday, Erica’s on Thursday and Caitríona’s on Friday. We look forward to meeting you there.
************************************************************

Religion Classes
Catholic religion classes have begun, to prepare children for First Holy Communion and Confirmation. They take place in the school on Tuesdays and Thursdays. From next year, this will be a 2-year programme in preparation for the sacraments. If any parents of children from 1st-6th Class wish to enrol their children in these classes, please contact Veronica 085-1430715 (Communion) or Lisa 087-2223496 (Confirmation) immediately. 
***********************************************************
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Maths For Fun

      The 'Maths for Fun' programme for 1st-6th class is back up and running again. Next month we will be doing the programme with 2nd Class . It will take place on Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 9:15-10:00a.m. so if you are free on either of these days and would like to get involved, please let Ciara know. 
***************************************************
Green Flag News
      This year we are working towards getting a second Green Flag for our school. This year the Green Flag will be awarded for energy conservation. We have meetings once a week on Thursday from 12:00-12:30. We are looking for a parent/guardian/grandparent volunteer who would like to become involved with the Green Flag Committee and come to our meetings.  The Green Flag Committee have decided that this year we are going to do a collection called 'The Rag & Phone Man'.  On Tuesday November 2nd we will be sending home a large plastic bag to all families.  Please put all your unwanted clothes, paired shoes, bed linen, towels etc into this bag and return to the school on the morning of the 9th of November.  Also old mobile phones either working or not working can be dropped into the school for collection on the same day.  The school will receive 3 euro for every bag returned and two euro for every phone.  Also 50 cent per bag will be donated to the ISPCC. Please support this worthy initiative!
*******************************************************
Literacy for Fun
      This year we are going to pilot ‘Literacy for Fun’ in the Senior Infant classes. In November we are going to pilot this programme in Muireann’s class. It will be a five-week programme that will take place every Friday at 9:30am for 30 mins. More information will be given to parents closer to the time. 
*******************************************************
Maths Course for Parents
      We have recently got funding for a Maths course for parents. This family learning course aims to provide support to parents/guardians of children in primary school from 1st -6th class, to improve their own Maths skills. It will to enable you to help your children with their maths homework. It will take place every Monday for 7 weeks from 9:15-11:15 and will start on 1st Nov.
*******************************************************
The Respect Cup

       Our 4th class boys took part in a soccer blitz in Corduff early in October with fellow schools from Dublin 15. Team spirit & Respect were to the fore as our boys battled bravely in every match, won, lost or drawn! A big congratulations must also go to both classes for producing 2 beautiful respect posters that were presented to the F.A.I. on the day. Look out for some photos from the big day coming soon to our school website! We look forward to entering a 4th class girls' team later in the school year. 

      As part of 'Fair Week' in sport, our 4th classes had the pleasure of welcoming Sporting Fingal soccer stars Shane McFaul and Eamon Zayed, as well as ex-Irish international Sharon Boyle (now working as the FAI Football Development Officer for Dublin 15) to our school to share with us some fascinating insights into racism in football and sport in general. The 'Show Racism The Red Card' DVD and discussion afterwards certainly highlighted to us how important respect and tolerance are across every area of life. Many thanks to all those involved. 
Athletics News!  
      Some children from the Athletics Team from 3rd to 6th class took part in the first set of races for the Fingal Cross Country League. It was a tough competition but the children's hard work during training paid off as we had children completing the races in 2nd and 3rd places. Well done to everyone! Hopefully we will continue to work hard and have some more wins this year.
**************************************************************

PTA News

       Following the Annual General Meeting on 4th October, a new PTA committee has been formed. 

Many of the old members are staying on for another year and some new parents have volunteered to be part of the new committee for this school year. Many thanks to everybody for their generosity of time and energy in support of their children’s education. 
New Committee:                                                                PTA Meeting Dates:
Ann Ryan







Monday 15th November
Yasmina Isaacs






Monday 13th December
Nuzhat Imran






Monday 17th January
Linda Kavanagh






Monday 14th February
Remi Fatus







Monday 14th March
Derrick McManus






Monday 11th April
Annamma Thomas






Monday 16th May
Sinéad Nulty






Monday 20th June
Dónal Mc Guirk

Asma Farhan

Meena Purushothaman

Pat Cox

*******************************************************************

Toolkit for Parental Leadership

Ciara and Mary, along with a group of parents from the school, have been working with the Immigrant Council of Ireland (ICI), developing a toolkit for schools to help migrant parents become more involved in the life of their children’s schools and their children’s education. Last week, Research and Integration Intern, Lucy Jessel, presented a draft version of the Pathways to Parental Leadership toolkit to Castaheany Educate Together. The toolkit is being piloted by five schools in Dublin during the academic year and is designed to assist migrant parents become involved in their children's school lives. Yasmina and Roopa also met with Lucy with teir children to see the first draft of the toolkit and you can see photos of the day on the following link:
http://www.facebook.com/ImmigrantCouncilOfIreland



